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1. Name of Property 
historic name Beale Street 
other namesisite number Beale Street Historic District 

2. Location 
street & number Beale Street, v i c .  of 2nd Street and to 4th Street not for publication 
city, town Memphis U vicinity 
state Tennessee code TN county Shelby code 157 zip code 38103 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 

private building(s) Contributing Noncontributing 
pu blic-local district 3 0 -  9. buildings 
public-State site sites 
1 public-Federal structure structures 

object objects 
9 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 3_9 

4. StatelFederal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
0 nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

I Signature of certifying official 
- 

Date 

I State or Federal agency and bureau 
I 

- .  
1 

In my opinion, the property meets C] does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

- - I Signature of commenting or other official Date 

[ Gate or Federal agency and bureau I 
5. National Park Sewice Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

U entered in the National Register. 
See continuation sheet. 

determined eligible for the National 
Register. 0 See continuation sheet. 
determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

removed from the National Register. 
other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Uw 
Historic Functions (enter categories from inaructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
C O M M E R C E / T R . A D E / S ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  store /restaurant C O M M E R C E / T R . A D E / S ~ ~ C ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  store /restaurant 
RECREATION AND CULTURE/theater C0MMERCE/TRADE/business and professional 
RECREATION AND CULTURE/music facility 
COMMERCE/TRADE/~ inancial institution 

7. Deacriptlon 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation brick 
Late 19th Century and 20th Century Revivals walls brick 
Late 19th Century and Early 20th Century 

American Movements roof 
other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Sweral dist inct  sections characterized Beale Street a t  the turn of the century. 
East Beale Street was residential in character; many fine bmes were bui l t  a t  that 
end. 'Ihe western end of the s t ree t ,  where it meets the Mississippi River, was 
primarily comnercial. The central part of the s t reet  bused saloons and other 
places of entertainment, and a t  one time was known as "the mdemrld."  

When the Beale Street Historic District was designated a National Historic Landmark 
in 1966, the d i s t r i c t  bomdaries were established along Beale Street between Main and 
Fourth Streets. These boundaries enmpassed the area along the central section of 
kale  Street where, in 1965, the greatest number of structures in the historic 
entertainment d i s t r i c t  predating 1938 survived. By 1965, the s t ree t ' s  western end, 
where it meets the Mississippi, was no longer an active waterfront. Wd Island had 
been buil t  up ID block off the channels of navigation, and dock fac i l i t i es  had been 
moved farther north. Wst of the original Beale Street mansions a t  its eastern end 
had given way to buildings of a later vintage. 

By 1965, the central section of Beale Street had also been altered over the years. 
The activi t ies that caused this  neighborbod to be h w n  as the "mdemmrld" had 
already changed considerably. In 1933 the Memphis Ibl ice Department made a serious 
drive against bootlegging and vice of all descriptions on the fannus s t ree t ,  a t  a 
time k e n  the nation was wt ing  prohibition into oblivion. Early in July, 1933, 
vigorous law enforcement drove Beale Street 's bootleggers and ganblers out of business. 
By 1938, Beale Street 's i n i t i a l  flowering as a center of night l i f e  had Lost much of 
its vigor. 

Subsequently, the problms that have affected mst U.S. inner c i t i es  in the years 
after Wrld  War I1 also afflicted Menphis. By the mid-1960s, some of Beale 
Street 's  historic buildings were vacant o r  m Longer served their original purposes. 
In the block between Third and Hernando Streets,  an old market had disappeared from 
the north side of the street .  Handy Park, an open, tree-shaded square natned in 
bnor  of W.C. Handy, already s tmd in  its place. The market b u s e  was razed in the 
1920's and replaced by a park; s b r t l y  af ter  Handy died in 1958, it was redweloped 
and named in his  b m r  . 
bbnetheless, the d i s t r i c t  in 1966 s t i l l  retained a significant nunber of h ismric  
buildings related tp the mst important era of b a l e  Street' s days as an urban enter- 
tainment d i s t r i c t .  In that year, approximately 50% of the buildings in the d i s t r i c t  
survived from the Hwdy era, with the largest ancentration between Second and FOurth 

8n continuation sheet 



8. Statement of Slgnitlcrnw 
Certifying official has conaidered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

nationally statewide locally 

. s .  - .  , 
. > .  . . 

Applicable National Register Criteria A 8 0 c D 
. 7 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) (7 A B C] C D E F G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Datm 
Music: Jazz and Popular (National Historic 1905-1938 

Landmark themes XXII C. and D.) 

- -- - 

Cultural Affiliation 

Significant Person ArchitWBuilder 
William Christo&er H d v  

State significance of property, and juatify criteria, criteria considerations, and area and period8 of 8igniticam noted above. 
Beale Street 's  entertaiment d i s t r i c t  is an important s i t e  in the history of the 
blues, that influential musical brm vlhich has had an impact on her ican rock, jazz, 
pop, and sympbnic music. Beale Street played a major role in the career of We C. 
Handy. Handy' s mrks brought the blues to new heights of  general popularity, and 
made him a preeminent figure in the establishment of compsed blues as a form of 
American popular songel m i l e  mrking in Menphis from 1905 to 1917 or  1918, Handy 
wrote songs such as the "Menphis Blues" and "St. Louis Blues" that gained a wide 
audience. Q1 Beale Street was the headquarters for Handy' s band. A t  least  once, he 
rented a room on Beale Street to avoid distractions while he mrked on his  music. 
Tlmugh Handy l e f t  Manphis kr Chicago and New York City around 191 7 or 191 8, Beale 
Street continued, intD the years of the Great Depression, to represent imprtant 
facets of a time and milieu in h i c h  the blues began to exert a major influence in 
the history of mainstrean American music. 

In d d i t i o n  to its importance as a traditional form of musical expression, the blues 
as a musical brm has made important mntr  ibutions to the broader f ield of American 
ppular music. As one popular survey of h e r  ican music puts it : 

Besides being a type of fblk song in their om right ,  and la ter  a h r m  of 
American popular music, the blues were a means of effecting the transition 
of Afro-American "bt" music from the w c a l  to the i n s tmen ta l  realm through 
the medium of piam blues and the jazz band. The blues are therefare of far- 
reaching signficance in the dwelopnent of American music. 2 . . 

Blues forms and inflections were m n g  the influences on the early dwelopnent of 
jazz. They also provided a touchstone fbr certain j azz perfbrmers during the l a t e  
1950s and 1960s w h  mught to recapture the enotional impact of early jazz  roots in 
folk traditions. They have had oontinuing influence on other h m s  of popular music 
in America, as well as  on m r e  academic compositions such as t b s e  of W r g e  Gershwin. 

In 1909 Memphis was in the midst of a three-oornered campaign to elect a mayor. 
Menphis beli  wed in the value of mus ical  advertising , and so each candidate had a 
band to put s p i r i t  into h i s  campaign. Handy' s band was beating the drun b r  E. H. 

1. Gilbert Chase, America's Music (New York: McGraw-Hill%& ~~) , p. 457. 

Ibid., p. 449. - 
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Please see continuation sheet. 

See continuation sheet 
Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 
has been requested 
previously listed in the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the National Register 
designated a National Historic Landmark - 

U recorded by Historic American Buildings 
Survey # 
recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # 

Primarv location of additional. data: 
~ t a i e  historic preservation office 
Other State agency - 

U Federal agency a Local government 
University 
Other 

Specify repository: 
~emihis ~ivision of Housing and Community 

Development 
10. Geoaraphical Data 
Acreage of property approx rn 

UTM References 
A I 1 1 5 1  ~71618191Z101 ( 3 1 8 1 9 1 2 ( 4 1 8 1 0 1  

Zone Easting Northing 
B 11151 ( 7 1 6 , 8 ( 8 , 6 1 0 1  (3181 9, 21 O1 6, 01 

Zone Easting Northing 

See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
nambnitk Cecil McKithan, Chief, National Register Programs Div./~orace Sheely, Historian 
organization NPS Southeast R e g i o n / ~ ~ S  Historic Sites Surveydate 1988/1966 
street number 75 Spring Street, SW telephone (404) 33 1-5 185 
city or town Atlanta state Georgia zip code 30303 
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Streets. Another 25% survived f rom tkle 1919-1938 period. ?he building that had 
bused Peewee' s st  ill stood, a s  did the old Panama Club building. Former buildings 
of the Pbnarch Club, the " b l e  in the Wall", Hamitt Ashford ' s Saloon, and Sims' Beer 
Garden also remained, a l tbugh they were vacant or  used for business act iv i t ies  other 
than the original ones. 

The Menphis busing Autbr i ty  initiated a redevelopment project a t  Beale Street in 
the mid-1960s, and consulted the National Register s taff  about their plans. In 
subsequent years, a l l  historic buildings between Main and Second Streets,  with the 
exception of Lansky Men's Fashions, were dml i shed  and new mnstruction completed in 
this  area. A new Tri-State Bank of Memphis building was constructed a t  the corner of 
Main and Beale Streets. l'lulberry Street,  which intersected Bede Street between Main 
and Second, was eliminated. Wonting on Main Street and facing Beale Street was 
constructed a new Menphis Light, Gas, and Water Building. As a resu l t ,  the area 
between Main and Second, with the exception of Lansky Men's Fashions, is propsed for 
removal from the Landmark d i s t r i c t .  A new road known as Handy Circle was buil t  in 
the area between Second and Fburth Streets,  and then la ter  remved. Its construction 
resulted in darolition of several historic structures, including Pee Wee's. It 
also brought about the closing of historic Hemando Street,  *ich has since been 
reopened. In addition, the c i t y  of Manphis relocated in the d i s t r i c t  a mod-frame 
shotgun-style huse that was reportedly among W.C. Handy's residences while he lived 
in Menphis. 

Remaining buildings from the histDric period, h i l e  they vary in architectural 
significance and physical condition, an t r i bu t e  to an understanding of the environ- 
ment h o r n  by Handy and described in his "Beale Street Blues." Many of the earl ier  
existing buildings were the product of master mawns and builders who were guided 
by standard manuals in matters of spatial design, structural elements, and facade 
ornamentation. The results were as individualistic as  their builders but hamnized 
in fundamentals of pattern, ornament, and materials. Later buildings exhibited m r e  
s ty l i s t i c  eclecticism and were constructed with cheaper materials. 



NPS Form 10-000-r 
W )  

OMB N O .  1024-0018 
Expires 10-31 -87 

United States Department of the interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 
Continuation sheet Item number 7 Pane '3 

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  

BUILDING STATUS 
SECOND TO THIRD 

138 Beale 

140 Beale 

149 Beale 

1  46-1 52 Beale 

151-155 Beale 

154-156 Beale 

159-161 Beale  

162-1 64 Beale 

163-1 65 Beale 

166 Beale 

168 Beale 

167-169 Beale 

170-172 Beale  

171-173 Beale  

174 Beale 

Cont r ibu t ing :  

Cont r ibu t ing  : 

Contr ibu t ing :  

Contr ibut ing:  

Contr ibut ing:  

Non-Contributing: 

Contr ibut ing:  

Contr ibut ing:  

Contr ibut ing:  

Contr ibut ing:  

Non-Contributing 

Cont r ibu t ing  : 

Contr ibu t ing  : 

Contr ibut ing:  

Contr ibut ing:  

Cont r ibu t ing  : 

Non-Contributing: 

H i s t o r i c  Facade : 

Contr ibut ing:  

Scheduled f o r  S t a b i l i z a t i o n  

Restored 

Scheduled f o r  S t a b i l i z a t i o n  

Scheduled f o r  S t a b i l i z a t i o n  

S h e l l  Restored 

Due t o  Treatment of 
S t o r e f r o n t  by Shopstead 
Developer 

Continuing S t a b i l i z a t i o n  

Restored 

Scheduled f o r  S t a b i l i z a t i o n  

Scheduled f o r  S t a b i l i z a t i o n  

Facade was Modernized i n  
1950s and F a i r l y  1960s 
P r i o r  t o  P ro j ec t  

Eps te in  Law O f f  i c e  
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176-178 Beale 

175 Beale 

177-1 81 Beale 

183 Beale 

Cont r ibu t ing  : 

H i s t o r i c  Facade : 

H i s t o r i c  Facade : 

Contr ibu t ing :  

182 -184 Beale Contr ibut ing:  

Th i rd  and Hernando and Fourth 

197 Beale H i s t o r i c  Facade : 

1 99-201 Beale H i s t o r i c  Facade : 

203 Beale Non-Contributing: 

205 Beale 

323-327 Beale 

326-328 Beale 

3 3 0  Beale 

333-337 Beale 

339-343  Beale 

338  Beale 

3 4 0  Beale 

345-347 Beale 

Handy House 

Contr ibu t ing  : 

Contr ibut ing:  

Non-Contributing: 

Cont r ibu t ing :  

Cont r ibu t ing  : 

Contributing: 

Non-contributing 

Non-contributing 

Contributing 

Contributing 

Non-contributing 

Non-contributing 

Massive S t a b i l i z a t i o n  
E f f o r t  Necessary t o  
Preserve Stat u s  

(New Construct ion 
Behind ) 

(New Construct ion 
Behind ) 

May be E l i g i b l e  f o r  
H i s t o r i c  Facade if 
Window Sash and 
S t o r e f r o n t  Restored t o  
Masonry Openings. 

New Construct ion 

Restored 

Restored 

Restored 

New Construction 

New Construction 

Restored 

New Construction 
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Grump. For th is  purpse ,  Handy composed a special campaign tune, but w i tbu t  mrds. 
Impromptu remarks of the crowds and mmbers of the band provided the basis for the 
lyrics which were added. Peewee's Saloon on Beale Street served as headquarters b r  
Handy's band for a time. In the f a l l  of 1909, Handy often used the cigar stand there 
to write out copies of the "Mr. Crump" lyric for visi t ing bands. This campaign tune 
was afterwards published under the t i t l e  "Memphis Blues" and became the f i r s t  of the 
blues to be published. 

Handy was deprived of the financial profi t  and f u l l  recognition that s b u l d  have 
come to him from the success of the "Memphis Blues ." He was determined to compose 
a successor and it occurred to him that he could make more progress away from the 
anfusion which h i s  children created a t  home, so he rented a room in the Beale Street 
section and went to mrk. Wnen the song was completad, Handy christened it the "St. 
b u i s  Blues ." The same day on Peewee' s cigar stand he orchestrated the nmber and 
jotted dom scores for the Handy band. Sigmund Spaeth in his  histmy of popular 
music in America states that historically , and perhaps musically as well, the most 
important piece of ppula r  music published in 191 4 was W. C. Handy's "St. Tauis Blues." 

Beale Street was also a home of the blues in a less  direct way. It provided an 
environment and backdrop from which urban blues drew inspiration. Like other 
Mississippi River-basin toms,  notably New Orleans and S t .  Zouis, Memphis had 
employment opportunities that created a permanent community where Afro-American 
musical traditions flourished.3 A t  one end of the Street is the Mississippi River, 
with i ts  traditions of steamboats and roustabouts. 01 Beale Street,  golden balls 
identified numerous paw s b p s  , vendors stretched their racks of clothing across the 
store fronts, and glib-tongued barkers called to passers-by to cane in and view the 
bargains; laughter and song rang out from the cafes and dance halls  and electr ic  
pianos joined with the t raf f ic  noise. 

This was an enviroment that gave bi r th  to urban blues. The golden balls  of pam 
shops which Handy mentions in h i s  lyrics for "Beale Street Blues" were heavily con- 
centrated between Main and 'Ihird Streets along Beale Street. Entertainment centered 
on the short block from Hemando to Fourth Street. Here was the heart of a gay and 
raucous night l i f e .  Ch th is  block Peewee's place was started in 1894 by Vigelio 
Maff i Peewee. In Peewee' s , piano players, guitar players, and musicians of a l l  
descriptions liked to gather. It was in such an atmosphere that Handy heard many of 
the things that went into h i s  blues. The 300 block was crowded with other saloons. 
A few doors from Hernando on Reale was the notorious b l e  in the Wall--a narrow 
building with a brom £ront . Gambling was a specialty there. 'Ihe bnarch Club was 
opened in 191 0 in the middle of the north side of the block. It was one of the 
f inest  clubs in the South in its appointments and bused Beale Street 's  mst f m u s  
gambling den in i ts  rear section. The Panama Club occupied a three-story red brick 
building at Beale and Fourth, and the club's owner was generally viewed as an 

3. Ibid., p.  434. 
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influential figure in Beale Street's undemrld l i fe .  The most ancient and superb 
of a l l  the saloons on Beale Street was Hamnitt Ashford's, a tm-story brown building 
on the southeast corner of Beale and Fourth. 

Theaters held an important place in the l i f e  of Beale Street. The largest sbwbuse 
for blacks in the South was the Palace Theater on Beale. It was famous for i t s  
traditional Tuesday night amateur sbws. The old Pastime, opened in 1909, was the 
f i r s t  theater for blacks on Beale Street. The f i r s t  Beale Street theater established 
by black capital was the Linooln, between Hernando and Fourth Streets. 

In this setting, W i l l i a m  Christopher Handy played a key role a t  the beginning of the 
era when the blues became a form of music popular and imitated across the country. 
H i s  activities while on Beale Street included composition of some of his major songs. 
Beale Street's history as an entertainment dis t r ic t  that nurtured Handy and other 
musicians continued intD the years of the Great Depression, al tbugh the d is t r ic t ' s  
night l i f e  was losing some of its vibrancy. Therekre, the historic period of the 
Beale Street National Historic Landmark encompasses both the period when Handy was 
active on Beale Street and the era following his departure m t i l  1938. 
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Boundary Adjustment 

The boundary o f  Beale Street H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of Lansky Men's 
Fashions as w e l l  as t h e  area on Beale S t r e e t  between Second and Fourth Streets 
from t h e  South curb of  McCall street t o  t h e  North curb of  Lt.  Lee Avenue. The 
s p e c i f i c  boundary d e l i n e a t i o n  i s  l i s t e d  below. 

Beginning a t  t h e  po in t  of i n t e r s e c t i o n  of a  l i n e  Ten Feet  (10 ' )  west of and 
p a r e l l e l  t o  t h e  east R.O.W. of  South Second S t r e e t ,  same being t h e  l i n e  of t h e  
f a c e  of t h e  east curb of South Second S t r e e t ,  and a l i n e  Ten Feet  (10 ' )  sou th  
of and p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  no r th  R.O.W. of Beale  S t r e e t ,  and con t inu ing  i n  a 
southward d i r e c t i o n  a long  s a i d  e a s t  curb  l i n e  of  South Second S t r e e t  t o  a 
point  of i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  a l i n e  Ten Fee t  (10' ) south  of and p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  
n o r t h  R.O.W. of Lt.  George W. Lee Avenue, same being t h e  l i n e  of t h e  f a c e  of 
no r th  curb of t h e  Lt .  George W. Lee Avenue. 

Thence eastward along s a i d  no r th  curb  l i n e  o f  Lt .  George W. Lee Avenue t o  i ts  
poin t  of i n t e r  s e c t i o n  wi th  t h e  c e n t e r l i n e  of South Thi rd  Street. 

Thence eastward a long  no r th  curb  l i n e  o f  Lt.  George W. Lee (1 987 al ignment)  t o  
i t s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  with a l i n e  Ten Fee t  (10')  east of and p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  west 
R.O.W. of  Fourth S t r e e t ,  same being t h e  l i n e  of f a c e  o f  west curb of  Fourth 
S t r e e t .  

Thence northward a long  s a i d  west curb l i n e  of  Fourth S t r e e t  t o  a poin t  of  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  a l i n e  Ten Feet  (10 ' )  n o r t h  of a  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  south  
R.O.W. of McCall Avenue (1987 a l ignment ) ,  same being t h e  l i n e  of f ace  of south  
curb  o f  McCall Avenue. 

Thence westward a long  s a i d  sou th  curb  l i n e  of McCall Avenue t o  a poin t  of 
i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  a l i n e  Ten Feet  (10 ' )  west of and p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  east 
R.O.W. of South Thi rd  S t r e e t ,  same being t h e  l i n e  o f  f a c e  of  east curb  of 
South Thi rd  S t r e e t .  

Thence southward a long  s a i d  e a s t  curb l i n e  t o  a poin t  of i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  a  
l i n e  being t h e  ex t ens ion  of t h e  sou th  R.O.W. of east-west a l l e y  no r th  o f  Beale 
Street,  same being t h e  l i n e  of f a c e  of south  curb of  s a i d  east-west a l l e y .  

Thence westward along s a i d  curb  l i n e  t o  i ts poin t  of  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  a l i n e  
Ten Fee t  (10 ' )  west of and p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  east R.O.W. of South Second S t r e e t ,  
same being t h e  l i n e  of f a c e  of east curb of  South Second S t r e e t .  

Thence northward a long  s a i d  curb  l i n e  t o  a poin t  of i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  an east- 
west l i n e ,  being t h e  ex t ens ion  of t h e  no r th  proper ty  l i n e  of  Pa rce l  12 of 
a s s e s s o r ' s  block number 49. 
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Thence westward a long  s a i d  no r th  property l i n e  t o  a  po in t  of i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  
a  l i n e ,  being t h e  ex t ens ion  of t h e  west p r o p e r t y  l i n e  o f  P a r c e l  16 of 
a s s e s s o r  s block number 49. 

Thence southward a long  s a i d  west property l i n e  t o  a  po in t  of i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  
a l i n e ,  Ten Feet  (10 ' )  south  of and p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  n o r t h  R.O.W. o f  Beale 
S t r e e t ,  same being t h e  l i n e  of f a c e  of no r th  curb of  Beale S t r e e t .  

Thence eastward along s a i d  curb  l i n e  t o  t h e  po in t  of beginning. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

Boundary encompasses the area of Beale street's historic entertainment district 
with a significant concentration of pre-1938 buildings. 
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